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SUBJECT: US ROLE IN PUERTO RICO CRITICIZED IN EAST GERMAN PRESS 

1. NEUES DEUTSCHLAND ON AUGUST 29 CARRIED A NEWS REPORT WITH 
A HAVANA DATELINE OF PREPARATIONS FOR A CONFERENCE 
SEPTEMBER 5-7 IN HAVANA TO EXPRESS SOLIDARITY WITH THE 
"FIGHT FOR INDEPENDENCE OF PUERTO RICO." THE ARTICLE CITES 
THE PARTICIPATION OF 28 COUNTRIES FROM LATIN AMERICA, 

AFRICA, ASIA AND EUROPE AND FROM 12 INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS IN PREPARATIONS UNDER THE AEGIS OF THE 
WORLD PEACE COUNCIL. 

2. THE ARTICLE STATES THAT ALTHOUGH PUERTO RICO IS 
"NOMINALLY" AN ASSOCIATED FREE STATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 

IT IS IN FACT STILL A COLONY. STATISTICS ARE CITED TO 

SHOW THE OVERWHELMING ECONOMIC DOMINANCE OF AMERICAN 

FIRMS IN PUERTO RICO, IT IS ALLEGED THAT OVER SIXTY 

PERCENT OF THE PUERTO RICAN POPULATION LIVES BELOW THE OFFICIAL 

US POVERTY LEVEL, AND THE STATEMENT IS MADE THAT TEN 

PERCENT OF THE ARABLE LAND HAS BEEN TAKEN OVER FOR 

US MILITARY PURPOSES, INCLUDING THE TRAINING OF 

"SPECIAL UNITS" WHICH HAVE BEEN USED MANY TIMES FOR 

THE SUPPRESSION OF "PEOPLES MOVEMENTS" IN LATIN 

AMERICA. THE ARTICLE CONCLUDES BY STATING THAT IN 
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THE RIGHT OF THE PUERTO RICANHPEOPLE TO INDEPENDENCE, 

AND THAT A DEBATE ON THIS SUBJECT IN THE UN WAS 
NARROWLY AVERTED BY THE US IN AUGUST OF THIS YEAR. 

3. COMMENT: WE BELIEVE IT LIKELY THAT THIS ARTICLE 
WAS CLEARED BY APPROPRIATE GDR FOREIGN MINISTRY 
OFFICIALS BEFORE ITS PUBLICATION IN NEUES DEUTSCHLAND. 

IT MAY BE INTENDED TO SET THE STAGE FOR FURTHER 
EAST GERMAN COVERAGE OF THE SEPTEMBER MEETING IN 
HAVANA. THE EMBASSY WILL REPORT ANY FURTHER GDR 
CRITICISM REGARDING PUERTO RICO.COOPER 
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